.
4

:MBER 10, 2008

6 ¢ WEDNESDAY, DECI

s

L will
1§25
i city

t

joard,
i to
i5 this
Enan-

ithat,
| dire

E‘J for
'

i, the
ir the
fittee,
frisbe
i
ril:
lof a
ite of
solice
efield
33
the
ite as

rpatil:l 4

2 citizens complain about
notice of special Ironwood
Township board meeting

By ERIC HJERSTEDT SHARFP
Globe Staff Writer

IRONWOOD TOWNSHIP —
Some Ironwood Township resi-
dents expressed concern Monday
night about how the public was
notified about a recently held
township budget meeting.

At the township's regular
meeting Monday, two township
residents complained about the
Dec, 2 special meeting which was
called to hear the budget com-
mittee's 2009 draft budget rec-
ommendations.

Residents James Simmons
and Chris Winchowski said dur-
ing the public comment period of
Monday's meeting that the board
should have given earlier notifi-
cation to township taxpawers
regarding the Tuesday meeting.

Township trustees were noti-
fied of the meeting 24 hours in
advance and meeting notices
were posted 18 hours in advance
of the meeting, as required by
state law, according to supervisor
Kim Mattson

The budget committee had
met Nov. 30 to hash out salary
details for Mattson, clark Gayla
Salmi and treasurer Jyl Olson,
The next day, township officials
decided to call the meeting for 11
a.m. the following day.

The Daily Globe published an
advance story of the meeting in
its Dec. 2 edition after hearing
about the story Monday.

“Mattson knew exactly what
she was doing by posting an 18-
hour notice for the special budget
adoption meeting on Tuesday,
Dec. 2 at 11 a.m.,” Simmons said.
“There was no notice to the pub-
lic on the radio. However, there
was a notice of the meeting in
Tuesday's Daily Globe. Mattson
knew most citizens would be at
work and most would not receive
the paper-until after the meeting
was over,

“Was it a legal meeting? Yes.
‘Was it the right and ethical thing
to do especially when the public
had concerns? Absolutely not.”

Simmons ran unsuccessfully
for the board on Nov. 4 as a
Republican.

At Monday’s meeting, Win-
chowski said he called WUPM

when he did not hear the meet-
ing notice on the radio Tuesday
morning. Winchowski said he
was told they did not receive
notice of the meeting and if they
had they would have announced
it.

According to Mattson, the spe-
cial meeting was held Tuesday in
order to get work iterns complet-
ed before Thursdays planning
commission meeting.

Trustee Steve Boyd, who was
recently appointed to the plan-
ning commission, was unable to
attend the Dec. 2 special meeting
because he teaches high school.
However, he said he received
notice of the meeting Dec. 1,

Trustee Bernie Brunello made
a motion to change the regular
meeting time from 4 p.m. to 5
p.m. on the second and fourth
Mondays of every month. The
motion passed.

Boyd had wanted to push the
time up to 6 pm. to “better
accommodate” residents who
have to work from 9 am. to 5
p.m. and to encourage “more peo-
ple to run for office” but said the
5 p.m. time “was a step in the
right direction.”

A final budget hearing and
the adoption of the budget by the
board has been rescheduled to 5
p.m. Friday, three days prior to a
state-imposed deadline.

Township officials said they
changed the hearing date from
Dec. 15 to give them additional
time prior to the deadline to
make amendments to the budget
if need be.

At the meeting Monday night,
on-duty Gogebic County, Deputy
Gordon Koski was present. After
the meeting Matteon told The
Daily Globe that she had asked
Sheriff Larry Sanders to post
someone at the meeting because
she had received threats from
unidentified callers on her home
phone and she wanted law
enforcement there as a safety
precaution.

She declined to elaborate on
the nature of the threats, but
said she didn't know who was
making the calls as she said she

does not have caller 1D,
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Tuesday the letter rece
state Capitol containeo
less substance similar
dered baby food.

FBI spokesman Rict
Washington, D.C., said |
FBI office is investig:
warned other states to |
lookout for similar letters

The FBI declined to
letters were SE
addressed to each go
written 1o a generic “g
office” address.

Alabama's public saf
tor, Christopher Murphy,
letter received in Montgc
not specifically target (
Riley but declined to elat
what it said.

Bridge shooting
to stay in Marine

MARIMETTE, Wis. (#
judge has refused to m
trial of the Michigan man
of fatally shooting thre
after ambushing them 1
Wisconsin-Michigan bor
SUMMEr.

Court officials say h
County Circuit Judge Tir
denied Scott J. Johnson®
for a change of venue Tus

Prosecutors say the !
old Kingsford, Michigan, n
about 17 shots from a r
group of swimmers at the |
inee River. The three b
teens were killed.

Johnson has pleaded
to charges that include
counts of first-degree int
homicide., He is sched
ratum to court March 2 fo
trial conference. His trial i
start March 16.

Granholm to talk e
with Obama team

LANSING (AF) — M
Gov. Jennifer Granholm is
ing to Washington to talk
energy issues with meml
President-elect Barack O
transition team.

Granholm is being mel
as a potential pick to be tt
gnergy secretary. Bu
spokeswoman says the
cratic governor isn't go
Washington Wednesday fo
interview. Instead, Granho
talk up Michigan as a place
ate new energy jobs. Oban
pledged to use part of hi
posed economic stimulys
age to develop alternative
gies and “green” technah_::gu

The governor will be joit
her top energy advisers.
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